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MINUTES OF MEETING OF AMENITIES COMMITTEE 
22 November 2024 

14:00, Woolton Hill Church Hall  
 

Chairman:  Cllr Rand (Chair) 
Present:                      Cllr Hurst, Cllr Cooper 
Via phone:   Cllr Blakeway 
Clerk:   Amy White 
 
1. Welcome and apologies 

Cllr Roots and Blakeway sent their apologies. 
 

2. Declarations of Interest 
None. 
 

3. To Agree Minutes of Previous Meeting  
The Minutes of the meeting held on 21 October 2024 were agreed and signed by the 
Chairman, Cllr Rand. 

 
4. To update on actions from previous meeting: 

Action: Cllr Blakeway to arrange to meet with the CPRE (of which EWPC is a member) to 
discuss the same area of the boardwalk and its potential. 
Action: Clerk to ask Scofell to check overhanging growth in the tennis court at Heath End. 
Actioned- Scofell are going to check and cut back if necessary. 
Action: Cllr Rand will send a report on his meeting with tree contractor and recommended 
action plan from the meeting. Actioned- Cllr Rand and the Clerk have looked at two quotes 
received, see item 7. 
Action: Cllrs to strim wildflower areas and sow seeds on 29th October. Actioned. 
 

 
5. Footpaths- Update on boardwalk project with HCC 

Cllr Blakeway reported (via phone) that our local volunteers have pulled up a lot of the old 
boardwalk; this is neatly piled up on the side of the path. Hampshire volunteers have now 
started placing the new struts in (pictures are visible on the Facebook page). There is a 
schedule of work organised at least up until the Xmas break by HCC. 
EWPC will be responsible for the leftover wood and material to be removed. Volunteers 
will be needed for this and EWPC will pay for a suitable removal method, either a skip or 
grab lorry. At this point, it is thought that to do the material removal on one day towards 
the end of the project is the most suitable idea. 
It is possible that some of the good wood could be used on the path leading from Fullers 
Lane to Heath End (this will need to be checked with the landowner). 
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Action: Cllr Blakeway will organise some information notices to update walkers and 
parishioners. 
 
Stiles: HCC have contacted local landowners about extra money available for stile to gate 
conversion.  
Action: Cllr Blakeway and the Clerk to work with HCC and local landowners to identify 
appropriate stile to gate conversions.  

 
 

6. Recreation Grounds  
Still waiting for a response from DRS Ltd on the outstanding agreed work on the goal mouth 
improvements and springer, despite repeat calls from the Clerk to find out what is 
happening.   
Action: Cllr Rand to call DRS Ltd 
 
Entrance to the Rec incl carpark. 
Cllr Rand shared pictures in advance of the areas requiring maintenance: The top bar of 
the large gate is now rotten and requires some maintenance. 
The signs are old and worn and should now be replaced. 
Action: Clerk to contact Kevin Tooze for advice on the gate in the WH rec. 
Action: Clerk to contact Ultimate Signs on replacement signs for the WH rec. 
 
EWPC has contacted Knights solicitors regarding the deeds on WH and HE recreation 
grounds. 
 

7. Parish Field 
Tree work: The Clerk has received two quotes for the tree work identified in the tree 
report. It was agreed that the two quotes received were satisfactory to provide a 
comparison of price and appropriate approach to the identified works. 
 Of the 12 actions identified, 2 are outside our scope as they are in the new graveyard, 
bordering Church Lane.  (G1545 and T1544 in tree report). 
The Committee agreed to proceed Highclere Tree Works, as they had the most appropriate 
approach to the works identified.  
Action: Clerk to confirm with Highclere Tree Works as the chosen contractor for tree 
works. 
 
An email has been received from parishioner regarding a London Plane in Brownies Corner, 
which is overhanging the garden. As the tree has not been identified as requiring any 
maintenance, there will be no work completed on it.  
Action: Clerk to respond to parishioner regarding the tree complaint. 
 
Air Ambulance: Cllr Roots has confirmed the most appropriate location for Air Ambulance 
is the SE quadrant of the field. 
 
Bracken: Cllr Roots has identified that the most effective way to remove it is to dig up and 
remove rhizomes. It was decided that no work is required for dealing with the bracken at 
this point.  
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There is no update on the replacement trees. 
Working Group update: the group will plant hedging next year near the doctor’s surgery, 
and apply for grants. 
 
Brownies Corner: This will be added to our annual maintenance contract for 25/26 for 
grass cutting and any associated maintenance.  
 
Drainage: The estimate by JB Groundcare is £4,950 (exc. VAT) for the installation of 4x 15m 
land drains (installed to the 4 areas), with drainage channels dug at 600mm deep using 
100mm perforated pipe and shingles.  The trench would be pulled through the path and 
then the path would be reinstated at the four places once the pipe work is done. It was 
agreed that this pipework should be done to help reduce the path material loss. The next 
phase will be to improve the path material. 
For consideration: sufficient contingency for this quote when looking at available funds, 
including the potential of increased costs from time of estimate and any potential 
unknowns on site. i.e. the same approach as to when we installed the original path; 
whether CIL money would be appropriate; 3 quotes are required which would likely be 
difficult. No decisions have been made as yet. 

 
8. Spectrum 

The entry for the January edition will be the boardwalk progress. 
Action: Cllr Blakeway to write EWPC entry for Spectrum on the boardwalk. 
 
General Maintenance  

 It was agreed to re-tender the annual maintenance contract for 25/26.  
Action: The Clerk will update the current tender document (with pictures for complete 
clarification) for the tender process, which will start in January 2025. 
 

9. ASB on EWPC property 
A parishioner has reported some ASB in Brownies Corner. The Clerk has advised the 
parishioner to report it to 101.  
 

10. Items to take to next meeting 
Annual Maintenance Contract (separate agenda item) 
Boardwalk update (separate agenda item) 
 
Next meeting to be confirmed. 

 
 

Actions from 21 October meeting 
 

Action: Cllr Blakeway will organise some information notices to update walkers and 
parishioners. 
Action: Cllr Blakeway and the Clerk to work with HCC and local landowners to identify 
appropriate stile to gate conversions.  
Action: Cllr Rand to call DRS Ltd 
Action: Clerk to contact Kevin Tooze for advice on the gate in the WH rec. 
Action: Clerk to contact Ultimate Signs on replacement signs for the WH rec. 
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Action: Clerk to confirm with Highclere Tree Works as the chosen contractor for tree 
works. 
Action: Clerk to respond to parishioner regarding the tree complaint. 
Action: Cllr Blakeway to write EWPC entry for Spectrum on the boardwalk. 
Action: The Clerk will update the current tender document (with pictures for complete 
clarification) for the tender process, which will start in January 2025. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


