MINUTES OF MEETING OF AMENITIES COMMITTEE
16 June 2026
10:00, Woolton Hill Church Hall

Chairman: Clir Rand (Chair)
Present: Clir Hurst, Clir Midwinter, Cllr Roots
Clerk: Amy White

1. Welcome and apologies

Clir Cooper has stepped down from the committee; the committee thanks her for all of her
efforts over the years. Clir Blakeway sent his apologies.

2. Declarations of Interest

None.

3. To Agree Minutes of Meeting held on 19 May 2026

4.

The Minutes of the meeting held on 19 May 2026 were agreed and signed by the Chairman,
Clir Rand.

To update on actions from previous meeting of 19 May 2026

Action: Cllr Rand and Clerk to work on wording/quote for lectern in parish field- to action
later in year.

Action: Clerk to chase up rubbish/fly tipping at Brownies Corner to Basingstoke and Deane.
Actioned- fly tipping has been removed.

Action: ClIr Rand to send drone footage Clir Blakeway, and Clir Blakeway to send drone
footage of parish areas incl wild daffodils along boardwalk to Susan Simmonds of
Hampshire Wildlife Trust- Actioned- Clir Blakeway has sent an email with pictures to Susan
and they are hoping to meet in September.

Action: ClIr Blakeway and Clerk to follow up with Allison Hellyer ref a potential spare kissing
gate- Not actioned, Alison Hellyer did not turn up to the meeting arranged for 15 June. Clir
Blakeway will arrange another date.

Action: ClIr Blakeway to organise a working party to remove the Himalayan Balsam on the
boardwalk area. Actioned- a small working party completed 2 hours; another working
party is organised for 12 July. The Lengthsman will hopefully complete as much as possible
on 29 June.

Action: Clerk to purchase paint for WH recreation ground play equipment- Actioned.
Action: ClIr Hurst to complete his Heath End proposal based on the quote from Scofell-
Actioned- see below.

Action: Clerk to contact companies for the table tennis table and benches to request
formal quotes for Heath End- Actioned; quotes received and ready for approval.



10.

11.

Action: Cllr Rand to apply to Hampshire Forest Partnership for a grant- Actioned- Cllr Rand
has registered interest.

Action: Cllr Rand will write an update on the St Martin’s Guild fete (25 May) for the June
deadline (July edition) Actioned but a different article on Himalayan Balsam, written by Clir
Blakeway, was submitted.

Footpaths

Himalayan Balsam on the boardwalk: Clir Blakeway organised a working party to remove
another small section.

Feedback received at recent fetes is that our footpaths are really popular. The committee
discussed featuring a monthly walk.

Action: ClIr Roots will write up one local walk to share with the committee.

Recreation Grounds
The painting of the play equipment has been rescheduled for 30 June.

Heath End Recreation Ground

Cllr Hurst has completed his project proposal. This is at the end of the Minutes.

The Amenities Committee were supportive of the proposal, which will be taken to the full
council meeting on 29 June for approval.

Action: ClIr Rand to draft a sign/media for the community when the project commences
(Clerk to laminate).

Action: Clerk to create/research a policy for community land use to share with Clir Rand
and ClIr Hurst.

The BDBC playground annual inspection has been completed but results are not on the PSS
Live system.
Action: Clerk to chase the BDBC play area inspection report.

Lengthsman tasks 29 June 2026
The Lengthsman will be tasked to strim the Himalayan Balsam, brambles and grass along
the first two sections of the boardwalk (to the stream) from Trade Street.

Parish Field and biodiversity update
Some of the wildflower seeds that were scattered along the recently-placed drainage pipes
are flowering, including corncockle, corn poppy, cornflower and oxeye daisy.

Elm trees are doing well- Clir Rand has watered them during the recent dry spell.
Spectrum
Action: Cllr Rand to write an update on the fetes from the summer period for the August

edition.

ASB on EWPC property
None.

General Maintenance
Leaning ‘Woolton Hill’ signs on Tile Barn Row and Church Road:



12.

Action: Clerk to ask Kevin Tooze to fix the leaning Woolton Hill signs.

The fence is leaning, with a broken top piece, in the parish field at the doctor's surgery
end.

Action: Clirs Midwinter and Rand will investigate the fence at the parish field to decide on
the urgency of the repair.

Items to take to next meeting:
Usual items. Terms of Reference. Any policies requiring updating, community land policy.
Social Media and how PCs can/should interact.

Next meeting: Monday 03 August 2026, 10:00.

Actions from 16 June meeting

Action: Cllr Rand and Clerk to work on wording/quote for lectern in parish field- to action
later in year.

Action: Clir Blakeway to arrange another date with HCC ranger, Alison Hellyer.

Action: ClIr Roots will write up one local walk to share with the committee.

Action: Cllr Rand to draft a sign/media for the community when the project commences
(Clerk to laminate).

Action: Clerk to create/research a policy for community land use to share with Cllir Rand
and ClIr Hurst.

Action: Clerk to chase the BDBC play area inspection report.

Action: Cllr Rand to write an update on the fetes from the summer period for the August
edition.

Action: Clerk to ask Kevin Tooze to fix the leaning Woolton Hill signs.

Action: Clirs Midwinter and Rand will investigate the fence at the parish field to decide on
the urgency of the repair.

Heath End Recreation Ground Proposal

This is a proposal and request for approval of funds for the removal of the Trim Tail (that has
reached the end of its life) at the Heath End Recreation Ground and the creation of a
community area.

Summary of work and costs and source of funding for approval:

CIL

Removal of Trim Trail and picket fence. Cost £1980 exc VAT.

Rotovate and seed cleared area. Cost £835 exc VAT.

Cut back buffer zone between community area and EWVH, creating a smaller hedge. Cost
£255 exc VAT.

Remove existing EWVH ditch boundary fencing and replace with like for like. Cost £1476 exc
VAT.

Contingency at 10% £454 exc VAT (rounded down)



Total CIL requested £5000

Scribbens Legacy (£5000).

Two picnic tables £1617 exc VAT
Table Tennis Table £2645 exc VAT
Plaque and tidying area £738 exc VAT

Utilises full Scribbens Legacy of £5000
Total project funds requested £10,000.
See below for detailed proposal:
Background

To the rear of the tennis court at Heath End recreation ground the area contains a Logworld
Activity Centre (known as a “Trim Trail”) within a wooden picket fence. The Trim Trail was
installed approx 20 years ago and is primarily made of wood fixed to the ground using a
substantial depth of concrete. Likewise the wooden picket fence is also secured by concrete.
The Trim Trail has reached the end of its life, starting to rot and and soon will not be able to
be used safely. The equipment needs to be retired.

At the start of last year the PC decided that a decision needed to be made on what to do to
replace this equipment as it approached its retirement.

To support the decision on what to do with the land a survey was developed and used to
gain feedback from the community. Community consultation was carried out through last
year and received 153 responses at the following events:

St Martins Fete, 51 responses

East Woodhay Flower Show, 67 responses

EWVH Craftex event 35 responses

People were asked if they would like an open community area to replace the Trim Trail or to
suggest alternative ideas. The survey received a great level of feedback and gave direction
on the future use of the land, especially in combination with EWVH. A detailed report of the
results of the consultation was published in the Amenities Minutes of February 2026 and
discussed at full PC. There was overwhelming support for the creation of a community area
and a request for picnic benches near the proposed community area. People wished to see
the use of the community area for local groups with it being used in conjunction with the
use of East Woodhay Village Hall. For example this included the scouting groups (scouts and
beavers) and the Flower Show.

Proposal

CIL request £5000 (with contingency)

This proposal supports the creation of a community area at Heath End recreation ground to
the rear of the tennis courts by the removal of the Trim Trail and the concrete supports and
the picket fence (see image 1). To meet the request of the community it will see the



installation of two picnic benches and a concrete table tennis table (to mirror Woolton Hill
Recreation Ground). The proposed vendor has inspected the area in detail and produced a
quoted schedule of works. The vendor to be used for the landscape works is the Scofell
Landscape Team. This supplier has worked with the PC for a number of years. They are
trusted and have a proven track record with this type of work.

The detailed work is as follow and the source of funding:

The removal and disposal of the Trim Trail and the surrounding picket fence. All concrete
will be removed and disposed, making the area safe for future use. Cost £1980 (exc VAT).
Source of funding CIL

Restoration of the area to create a flat grass community area. This will entail the
landscaping of the area and reseeding (with shade tolerant seed). The new area will take a
number of months to “bed in”. The area does get damp in winter but there is a large ditch
adjacent to the area so additional drainage will not be installed (the community have lived
with the present drainage for over 20 years). Cost £835 exc VAT. Source of funding CIL.

The buffer area between the proposed community space and EWVH is over grown with
brambles (see image 2). As part of this work the bulk of the vegetation will be cut back to
ground level leaving a smaller hedge between the two areas. If required in the future this
will allow a gateway to be installed between EWVH and the community area. This will not
be installed in this work as at present it is not required. This work will be carried out outside
bird nesting season. Cost £255 exc VAT. Source of funding CIL.

There is a deep ditch running along the rear boundary of the recreation ground and EWVH.
It is our desire to encourage the use of the community area and envisage movement of
people (especially children) between the new area and EWVH (hall and grounds). It is
therefore essential that adequate fencing must be in place to prevent access to the ditch.
The fencing all along the boundary was inspected by Scofell. The recreation ground fencing
is adequate and safe and does not need to be replaced. The EWVH fencing is not safe and
needs to be replaced (see image 3). This will be replaced as part of this work to ensure all
the boundary is safe. Therefore, the existing EWVH ditch fencing will be removed and
replaced with a like for like mesh fencing and posts. Vegetation growing through the
existing fencing will need to be cut back to allow installation of the new mesh and so the
work will be carried out outside nesting season. Cost £1476 exc VAT. Source of funding CIL.

A 10% contingency of £455 exc VAT is requested. This is likely to be required if the
reseeding fails.

Scribbens Legacy requested £5000

The PC were donated £5000 bequested to the community by the Scribbens family. It is felt
the new community area would be ideal to honour this legacy. Therefore, it is proposed to
use all the legacy to fund the facilities requested by the community to be installed in this
area.

To the rear of the tennis court (between this and the Trim Trail) there is a large area of
concrete (see image 4). This was originally a "kick about" area and to the side of this land



there used to be until recently a tall brick wall. This wall was unsafe and removed so now
the area is safe for community use. However, the remaining extensive concrete base would
be prohibitively expensive to remove and means the area is difficult to use as a play area.
However, it is in the ideal location to implement picnic benches and other recreational
equipment such as a table tennis table. The base will allow secure fixing of the

benches. This will give the community the requested seating to view the whole of the
recreation area. It is proposed to install two round picnic benches in this area (same as at
Woolton Hill) secured into the concrete. Cost of two picnic tables with delivery and
installed securely into the ground £1617 exc VAT. Source of funding: Scribbens Legacy

The community feedback also asked for facilities that older children could use. It is
therefore proposed to install a concrete table tennis table (successfully installed at Woolton
Hill) in this area. Cost of concrete table tennis table with delivery and installation £2645
exc VAT. Source of funding: Scribbens Legacy.

It is proposed the whole community area is named “Scribbens Community Area” to honour
the legacy. A plaque will be installed in the area to commemorate the legacy. The concreted
area will be tidied and growth trimmed back and some biodiversity measures put in

place. Total cost £738.

Timing and Communication

The removal of the Trim Trail is planned for early July once funding is approved. Restoration
and reseeding of the area will take place at the same time. A number of months will be
required for the ground to settle and the grass seed to be successful. Therefore, the area
will be roped off to prevent use until the ground is established. It is likely the area will not
be in use until the start of next year. The benches and table tennis equipment will be
installed as soon as the ground work is complete to start using the concrete area over
summer.

It is important the work and the new area is communicated effectively to the community.
We will utilise social media, Spectrum and on site communication to keep the community
informed on what is going on and progress. Local groups who are likely to use the area in
the future will be actively engaged. The policies on use of the area will also need to be
documented and communicated before it is used. The Amenities Committee will draft this
policy and circulate to the PC and publish to the community.

Future Maintenance

Scofell already maintain Heath End recreation ground and they will bring the community
area into this schedule. This will have a minimal impact on running costs as they already cut
the grass in the Trim Trail and maintain the hedging of the buffer zone.

Fixed Asset Retirement

The following assets will be retired and removed from the ledger:
Logwood Acivity Centre £14,703

Picket Fence £2092



